www.friendsofforesthillpark.org
May 2019

A Transformation
Forest Hill Park opened for business as an amusement park in 1890.
During the course of its 130 year history, the appearance of the entrance has changed. The original
cement columns are gone, replaced by brick ones with brass plaques. The first “Forest Hill Park” sign above
the columns was replaced a few years ago by Friends of Forest Hill Park. The replacement is an exact replica
of the original sign.
Images from the park’s inception show different methods of landscaping around the entrance columns.
No doubt, trends governed planting choices. The oldest choice was English ivy, a very popular garden addition 100 years ago. The English ivy and cement columns might have disappeared from the entrance at the
same time.
Subsequently, garden beds gained favor and were established around each column. Popular flora of
the day were used to beautify the entrance. Through the 1950s, wives and mothers usually did not work outside of their homes, giving them opportunities to join
garden clubs and contribute to the neighborhood landscaping .
During recent plantings, shrubs, vines and
flowers considered to be unsuitable have been growing near the brick columns.
In March, City of Richmond Parks, Recreation
and Community Facilities asked Friends of Forest Hill
Park to take control of the plantings at the park entrance. FFHP took on the task with an abundance of
enthusiasm and a lot of ideas. The transformation began in April.

The first order of business was to remove unwanted plants. John Harris and his crew offered their help
to dig up the honeysuckle cultivar that was growing over the Forest Hill Park sign. Nandina and liriope, both
non-native and invasive, also were unwanted. The crew removed those plants and every weed visible above
ground near the columns.
On a sunny day, a team from FFHP arrived with piles of newspapers, which they placed over the soil to
help control weed growth. A team from Parks and Recreation arrived with a large load of black hardwood
mulch to spread on top of the newspaper.
During fall before the first frost, the new plants will arrive for planting. The new additions will be
beautyberry, blue mistflowers, narrow leaved sunflowers, New York ironweed, euthamia caroliniana, river
oats, and Joe Pye weed. The display of greenery at the columns next spring will indicate if more perennials
are needed.
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The A Team

L to R: Michael, Curtis, Eric and John. This foursome does not usually work together, but
they were the A Team on this occasion. The work would not have been completed so well or
so quickly without their expertise and stamina.

A Message from the Honorable Kristen N. Larson, City Council
Larson, Kristen N. - City Council <Kristen.Larson@richmondgov.com>
Mon 4/1/2019 10:52 AM
FYI Here are some details on repairs for the path that was destroyed last year in FH Park.
This project is almost through the final stages of procurement. We hope to have this out to bid by the end of next
week.
The expected time line once the bid is put out are as follows:
- Bid/ Award process - May 2019
- Pre- construction/ start of construction - June 2019
- Estimated construction completion date - Early July 2019
Kristen

Kristen Nye Larson
Richmond Council Member, 4th district
email: kristen.larson@richmondgov.com
Mobile Phone: 804-503-1313 | Office Phone: 804-646-6263

2019 Spring Classic Bike Race

6 and under racers at the starting line.

18 and under at the starting line.
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Between races, people enjoyed the food trucks, face
painting, balloon animals and the jugglers.

Striders get ready to race!

12 and under lining
up.

Walking History Tours Begin
On May 4th, join Matt Zipperer and Chris Catanzaro on a stroll back in time
through Forest Hill neighborhood. You will hear about the Forest Hill Hotel-Sanitarium
and neighborhood port-cocheres. The tour includes the house where a fortune teller
and other amusement park workers rented rooms and the house that had a chaufferdriven Pierce Arrow. See the neighborhood’s oldest smokehouse and kitchen and
more.
Come to the Stone House at 9:30 to view old photographs. The history walk begins at 10:00 and lasts about two hours. The cost is $15 (no charge for members of
Friends of Forest Hill Park.) All funds paid to FFHP—a 501(c)3 organization—are tax
deductible. Register for the History Tour at www.friendsofforesthillpark.org.

All About Trees
May 18th, Julia Marano will be at the Stone House, noon-3:00 p.m. to tell us “All
About Trees.”

This event is a presentation of the vast array of research being done worldwide
on the role of trees in the earth’s ecology. The afternoon will focus on two main areas:
trees in the forest and trees in the environment that people have created. Subjects will
include trees and human health; trees and the quality of life; trees and soil and water
cleanup; individual trees and their interconnection; and Macro ecology.
Julia Marano has worked in natural resource conservation and management for
over 35 years ranging through a wide field of issues such as soil and water cleanup and
pollution prevention; solid waste management; community restoration and greening;
garden designs and tree plantings. Julia has been a Master Gardener since 2000.
The Tree Stewards have approved this presentation for renewal of educational
points. There is no fee to attend, but we want to make sure we have adequate seating.
Please go to www.friendsofforesthillpark.org to register online

