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Japanese Stiltgrass                                                                                    Suzette Lyon                                         

  

 Japanese stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) is a non-native, invasive plant species pre-

sent throughout the southeastern United States and as far north as New York, as far west as 

Texas.  

 Many of the non-native plants we have now were imported by the nursery industry and 

then planted and cared for in our gardens, but not this one.   

 This destructive plant got its start here when a shipment of porcelain from Asia arrived 

in Tennessee in 1919; the packing material was Japanese stiltgrass, seeds included.  It has cov-

ered a lot of territory in 99 years considering that it didn’t have help from us, at least not inten-

tionally.  How did that happen? 

 Japanese stiltgrass is an annual.  The life cycle of an in-

dividual plant is short; it sprouts from seed in the spring, 

grows, flowers, produces seed and then is killed by cold 

weather.  Doesn’t seem like it could become such a problem, 

but is has and here are the reasons: 

 One plant can produce 100 – 1000 seeds which can remain 

viable in the soil for up to 5 years.  

 Seeds can travel by water and the small, sticky seeds can 

hitch-hike on the fur of animals, shoes and clothes of people, 

bike and truck tires.  

 The plant prefers moist conditions, but tolerates many soil 

types and grows well in sun or shade and so the seed has a 

good chance of landing in a place where it will grow.  It will 

even flower and set seed in the deep shade of our forests. 

 It’s a delicate looking plant 1-3 feet tall with a white 

line down the middle of the leaf.  An invasion often starts 

along a road, a path, or along a stream bank where the seed 

has been transported from another site.  It has the ability to out

-compete other plants and has been known to carpet a forest 

floor.  Many of the native plants are lost along with food and 

habitat that support others that live there.   This plant is becoming a problem in our own Forest 

Hill Park.     

 

There is a distinctive white line 

on stiltgrass leaves. 



What can you do?   

 Japanese stiltgrass has very shallow roots and is easily pulled, especially when the soil is moist.   

 Remove plants before they set seed.  This usually occurs in mid-late summer. 

 Monitor that same site for several years, removing new plants that appear.     

 Volunteer with us in Forest Hill Park to remove this and other non-native, invasive plants.  

 Also remove this plant from your property so that seed is not transported to the park and other places 

when you visit!   

A lot of Japanese stiltgrass will grow from the hun-

dreds of seeds attached to this dog’s coat. 

Stiltgrass is an aggressive non-native and, left in place, will over-run  all 

plants in its path. 

 

Stone House, Forest Hill Park--- Oct 13, 1-3 PM 

This event is a presentation of the vast array of research being done worldwide 

on the role of trees in the earth’s ecology.  The afternoon will focus on two main 

areas:  trees in the forest and trees in the environment that people have created.  

Subjects will include trees and human health; trees and the quality of life; trees 

and soil and water cleanup; individual trees and their interconnection; and Macro 

ecology. 

Julia Marano has worked in natural resource conservation and management for 

over 35 years ranging through a wide arena of issues such as soil and water 

cleanup and pollution prevention; solid waste management; community restora-

tion and greening; garden designs and tree plantings.  Julia has been a Master Gardner since 2000. 

The Tree Stewards have approved this presentation for renewal of educational points.  Please go to friendsof-

foresthillpark.org to register online by October 5. 

 

        All About Trees: Presentation by Julia Morano                                                    



                        Ram Camp  

                 August 13—16, 2018 

More than 700 VCU students participated in Ram 

Camp this year.  VCU sends the students to many entities in the Richmond area and we 

were happy to have 50-60 of them help us in Forest Hill Park on each of the Camp days.  

Special thanks to Stephanie Bertram, Michael Burton and his crew, Terry Fitzger-

ald, Mary Godsey, Suzette Lyon, Carolyn Paulette, Bill Shanabruch and Pat Wood 

for their assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 During August, there were several visitors in Forest Hill Park who had a greater interest than passing 

the time of day.  Chris Frelke, Nate Burrell and Michael Burton were in the park to survey damage from the 

June 21st storm, erosion around the Stone House, sand and grass covering brick walkways, the condition of 

the lake and the general health of park including the condition of the Stone House, paved service roads and 

cobblestone walkways.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Carolyn Paulette, Chris Frelke and Mary Godsey look at 

storm damage near the lake.  Right: Michael Burton, Mary God-

sey and Pat Wood discuss methods to remove grass from brick 

sidewalks.  Below:  Mary Godsey, Carolyn Paulette, Nate 

Burrell and Josh Feola are discussing ways to keep mowers out 

of restoration areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIPs in Forest Hill Park 



 

 

 

These residences in Forest 

Hill were built within a few 

blocks of each other.  Do 

you recognize them?  Are 

they extant?  Come with us 

on our next Walking History 

Tour, September 22nd, 

and you will learn the an-

swers to these questions 

plus a lot more!   

 

 

 

 

 

We will meet inside the Stone House in For-

est Hill Park at 9:30 to view old photo-

graphs of the neighborhood and the park.  

The tour will step off at 10:00 and continue 

until noon.   

 

 

 

The cost is $15 per person.  No charge for 

members of Friends of Forest Hill Park.  We 

are a 501(c)3 organization with annual 

membership dues of $15 individually, $20 

family. 

 

 


