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One hundred seventy-five years ago, what we know as Forest Hill Park was a working 

farm complete with livestock, crops, a farm house and dependencies.  Holden Rhodes 
owned the farm which he named Boscobel, “beautiful forest” in Italian.   Large farms at that 
time contained private burial grounds for family, servant and slave burials.  Boscobel was 
no exception.  The farm house, known today as the Stone House, still stands, but where is 
the cemetery? 

Holden Rhodes was a Canadian who came to Richmond in the 1830s as a tutor to 
Judge Samuel Taylor’s children at Fonticello plantation located east of Forest Hill.  Rhodes 
purchased his farm in 1833 and the enterprise grew as the years passed.  After Rhodes’ 
death in 1857, he was buried in the private burial ground at Boscobel.  His farm passed to 
his nephew, Charles Rhodes.  When Charles died ten years later, he also was buried in the 
cemetery at Boscobel.   It is safe to say that more than one of Rhodes’ servants and slaves 
were interred in the burial ground, as well.   

When Rhodes’ farm was sold to the Southside Land and Improvement Company in 
1889 for an amusement park site, the deed reserved a quarter-acre for the family’s and ser-
vants’ burial ground and allowed the family the right to visit the graveyard.  

Over the years, older residents of the Forest Hill neighborhood gave accounts of see-
ing grave markers surrounded by a fence near the top of the lake’s quarry face.  They said 
the family’s and servants’ graves were near the cedars on the hill overlooking the lake 

In researching deeds for historic properties in the Forest Hill Historic District in 
2010, the research team found a deed dated August 2, 1913, in which Mary Kerr, widow of 
Charles Rhodes, the heir to Holden Rhodes’ estate, gave up the family’s right to the quarter-
acre graveyard with the following wording:  “All the bodies here before buried upon the said 
land having been removed from the same prior to the execution of this deed.”  A plat map 
was filed to show where the graveyard had been located: 692 feet east of the northwest cor-
ner of 41st St and Springhill and from that point 67’5” north at an 87 degree angle.  Using 
those coordinates and a measuring wheel, the site of the burial ground was located.  It is on 
high ground within sight of the Stone House.  A cedar tree to the north and a cedar tree to 
the east stand as sentinels over the former cemetery. 

The deed did not reveal where “all the bodies” were reburied.  Additional detective 
work revealed that Holden Rhodes’ and Charles Rhodes’ remains were re-interred in Maury 
Cemetery less than three miles from Boscobel.  The cemetery had no record of the servants’ 
graves. 

The Cemetery in Forest Hill Park                                                                                     Pat Wood  

 



Habitat Restoration in Progress, One Inch at a Time 
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     St. Andrew’s Cross                          Beechdrop                             Bloodroot                               Indigo Bush 

 Site of the cemetery in Forest Hill Park, circa 

1850—1910. 

The remains of both Holden Rhodes and his 

nephew, Charles Rhodes, were moved to Maury 

Cemetery in early 1900s.  The thick granite grave 

markers likely were quarried on Rhodes’ property. 

Is it time to renew your annual membership?  The cost is $15 and all of it is used for the good health of Forest 

Hill Park.  The cost is also tax deductible.  Be a Friend of Forest Hill Park and keep your membership current by 

going to www.friendsofforesthillpark.org and using Paypal.  Our postal address is P. O. Box 13161 at 23225 if 

you prefer to write a check.  Thank you for you continuing support. 

  

          Privet, Japanese honeysuckle, English ivy, and 

other non-native plants have been growing in Forest Hill 

Park and depriving native plants and trees of nutrients, 

space and sunlight.  Consider joining us in the old azalea 

garden, 3800 block Forest Hill Avenue, on any of the  

dates listed below to remove the invasive plants, 9:00-

noon.   Stay for a few minutes, an hour or whatever time 

you can spare.  The time you spend will have a positive, 

lasting impact.  Bring gloves and clippers.  Bottled water 

and snacks will be provided. 

 

September 30               October 28             November 18 
Watch out non-native plants!  Friends of Forest Hill 

Park are coming after you. 


