
 
August 2017 Issue 

 

President—Patricia Wood 

Vice President-Terry Fitzgerald 

Treasurer-Lee Shewmake 

Secretary-Carolyn Paulette 

 
www.friendsofforesthillpark.org 

A Tale of Two Vines         
 There are two types of honeysuckle vine in Forest Hill Park. One, the Japanese hon-
eysuckle, is well known and loved by many. You may have never heard of the other. Here 
are their stories.  
 The Japanese honeysuckle, Lonicera spp., was introduced to this country after Euro-
pean settlement as an ornamental and for wildlife value.  For a while after introduction it 
lived wherever it was planted just as peonies, gardenias, and such plants live in our gardens 
today. And then, as seeds were transported by birds and other critters, this plant began to 
spread far and wide, covering and threatening shrubs, trees, anything in its path. Instead of 
being known for the sweet fragrance on a warm summer day or for the flowers’ taste of 
sweet nectar, it should be known as a very aggressive non-native species that is a threat to 
our environment.  
 The other honeysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens, has been here for many thousands of 
years evolving with our native plants and animals. It belongs here. The beautiful, red flow-
ers attract hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies; fruits are eaten by finches, the hermit 
thrush, robins and others. This plant is not an aggressive grower and, like many of our na-
tive plant species, is in danger of being lost to the non-native species that can easily out-
compete with other plants. There are only a few of these left in Forest Hill Park.  
 This image, taken near the lake, shows both growing together; the native honey-
suckle (with the red flower) is struggling to sur-
vive among the aggressive non-native plants.  
What can you do?  
  Learn about honeysuckles. There are both 

vines and shrubs, native and non-native. 
James River Park has a serious problem 
with the invasive bush honeysuckle, Lo-
nicera maackii.  

 Remove Japanese honeysuckle and other 
non-native plants from your yard.  

 Purchase and plant only those species na-
tive to this area.  

 Join Friends of Forest Hill Park and other 
groups for invasive plant removal  projects.  

 
Want to learn more? These links would be a 
good start.  

Dr. Honeysuckle and Mr. Trash Plant                                                                              Suzette Lyon  

 



  Japanese honeysuckle: http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/document/fsloja.pdf  
 
  Amur bush honeysuckle: http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/document/fslobe.pdf  
 
 Native honeysuckle: http://vnps.org/wildflowers-of-the-year/wildflower-year-2014-coral-

honeysuckle-lonicera-sempervirens  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Come with us September 23rd on our next Walking History Tour and we’ll tell you about these two  

Forest Hill structures .  We will show you a porte -cochere and a home built during the Edwardian era by an in-

ternational sculptor and a home where a fortune teller and other amusement park workers rented rooms.   

            Meet us at 9:30 in the Stone House in Forest Hill Park to look at old neighborhood photographs.  The two

-hour walking tour begins at 10:00 with Matt Zipperer as our guide.  The cost is $15 (tax deductible) per person.  

There is no charge for members of Friends of Forest Hill Park ($15 annual membership fee for individuals, $20 

for family.)      

 

  Park Residents 
 

 

Is it time to renew your annual membership?  The cost is $15 and all of it is used for the good health of Forest 

Hill Park.  The cost is also tax deductible.  Be a Friend of Forest Hill Park and keep your membership current by 

going to www.friendsofforesthillpark.org and using Paypal.  Our postal address is P. O. Box 13161 at 23225 if 

you prefer to write a check.  Thank you for you continuing support. 

        Beggar Lice                            Indian Pipe                     Whorled Coreopsis                      Jewelweed 


