
  

 Holden Rhodes, owner of the es-

tate called Boscobel in mid-nineteenth 

century, lived on the estate in a manor 

house known to us as the Stone House in 

Forest Hill Park.  Rhodes and his wife, 

Eliza, were considered to be upper class.  

Certain obligations compelled people in 

higher classes to perform charitable deeds 

that the lower classes need not consider. 

 At Christmastime, wealthy people 

distributed gifts to the poor.  Beef, soup 

and bread were popular selections as 

were blankets, stockings and petticoats.  

One peck or one-half bushel of wheat was given often, as was winter clothing for children.  Servants received 

gifts from their employer such as gloves, shawls, fruit or baked goods baskets, sewing kits, soap or perfume. 

 Gift giving among friends and associates was widely practiced. Books were well-liked gifts, particular-

ly for younger adults.  Toiletries by Alexander Rowland, a London barber, were fashionable. Examples were 

hair oils and items to clean complexions, teeth and gums. Guerlain’s Cream for Shaving was an appreciated 

gift.  Custom fragrances in the form of perfume were popular.  Jewelry, bottles of wine, lamps, and toys filled 

newspaper ads during the Christmas season. 

 Gifts of a more practical nature were 

commonplace.  Young ladies received wooden 

bowls, chopping knives, rolling pins, dough 

boards, ironing boards, egg beaters and other 

gifts of a domestic nature.  The New York Her-

ald recommended presenting useful articles 

such as kitchen furniture to the ladies. 

 Some popular children’s gifts were 
spinning tops, marbles, dolls, wooden toy sol-
diers and trains.  In the absence of department 
stores and malls,  handmade items were preva-
lent.   

  In 1850, Santa Claus was  a religious 
character who bestowed gifts to children who 
were well-behaved.  The focus of Christmas 
was faith and a shared repast with gifts being 
incidental. 

Christmas Gifts in 1850  
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Hot Buttered Rum 

Hot buttered rum is a warm, rich drink made with rum, 
butter, sugar, and spices and is often served in a mug 
or heat-proof glass. This classic Christmas cocktail 
originated in the Caribbean in the 17th or 18th century 
and became popular in the United States soon thereaf-
ter. 

I n g r e d i e n t s  

• 1 1/2 oz dark rum 

• 1 tbsp butter 

• 1 tbsp brown sugar 

• 1/4 tsp ground cinnamon 

• 1/4 tsp ground nutmeg 

• A pinch of ground cloves 
H o t  w a t e r  o r  a p p l e  c i d e r  

To make the drink, start by heating the butter, sugar, and spices in a small saucepan over medium heat until 

the butter is melted and the sugar has dissolved.  

In a mug, combine the rum and the spiced butter mixture. Add hot water or apple cider to the mug, stirring to 

combine. Garnish with a cinnamon stick and a slice of lemon or orange, if desired. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 The Stone House in Forest Hill Park will be open and decorated for the season on December 

6th from noon until 4:00 p.m. Storytellers will share folk stories for children beginning at 1:00 and Santa will arrive at 

2:00 to visit with the children. Tables will be set up for the little ones to enjoy crafts. Apple cider and cookies will be 

available for everyone. There is no charge.  



HAVE A JOYOUS HOLIDAY SEASON  

                         At the North Pole on Christmas Eve,       

     Santa checked his list . . . . . 

And hopeful children and “children –at-heart” hung 

stockings by chimneys . . . . . . . . . 



Halloween Howl 

 Costumed dogs and ghosts and goblins were abundant in Forest Hill Park on October 25th for the 

annual Halloween Howl event sponsored by Friends of Forest Hill Park Juniors.  Costumes ranged from 

funny to scary to just plain cute!  Proceeds were donated to Crittertown Bath in Stratford Hills.   



Halloween Howl 



Halloween Howl 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, January 19, 2026, is the National Day of Service as designated by Congress in 1994.    

 The National Day of Service inspires hundreds of thousands of Americans to come together to serve their com-

munities. Citizens in all 50 states provide meals, refurbish schools and community centers, and collect food and cloth-

ing. Volunteers also recruit mentors, assist job seekers, build homes and provide other services to veterans and military 

families.  Friends of Forest Hill Park volunteers will serve the community that day by removing non-native  plants from 

the park.  Those invasive plants take food and moisture from the natives, which are the flora that our native animals, 

birds and insects depend on for food and shelter.  The place and time to meet will be announced at a later date.  Please 

mark your calendar and plan to be one of the volunteers on January 19th. 

***** 

Help us fundraise with Kroger Community Rewards 

  

Did you know that when you shop at Kroger, you can help raise funds for 

the Friends of Forest Hill Park? Sign up at their website, and designate us as 

the recipient, and every time you use your Kroger card, you'll help fund our many ac-

tivities!  Thank you! 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards

